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by the mayor "l. We have here unmistakable evidence
that the masters themselves were not unready to utilize
their opportunities in their own interests.
Labour Disputes over the hours of labour 2 can be illustrated from
the ordinances of the Cappers of Coventry. In 1496 they
appointed a twelve-hours' day, fixing the time between six
o'clock in the morning and six at night, and they also made
compulsory an eight-days' notice. In 1520 they lengthened
the working hours from 6 A.M. to 7 P.M. in winter and from
5 A.M. to 7 P.M. in summer, while the serving-man was now
required to give fourteen days' notice. This extension of
the working day met with opposition from the journeymen,
and in 1526 they were admonished to " keep their hours
and times in being at their work ", the masters being allowed
to reduce their wages " according to the time of their ab-
sence " 3. The series of enactments is instructive because
it enables us to trace the sequence of cause and effect; it
shows that the masters in raising the hours of labour were
themselves pursuing an aggressive policy. If the ordinance
of 1526 alone had survived it would have inclined us to
suppose that the? journeymen were using their organization
to bring about a reduction of their hours of working, and not,
as was actually the case, simply to prevent their increase.
We must not, therefore, readily assume that the yeomen
gilds were invariably on the offensive ; it is clear that they
were called into existence as much by the fear of economic
degradation as by the hope of economic advancement.
1  Morris, Chester, 436 (i 590); G. Unwin, Industrial Organization (1904), 66.
2  The hours of labour were fixed by Parliament in the Act of 1495
(Statutes, ii. 586), which ordered :  " That every artificer and labourer be
at his work, between the middle of the month of March and the middle of
the month of September, before five o'clock in the morning ;  and that he
have but half an hour for his breakfast, and an hour and a half for his
dinner at such time as he hath season for sleep to him appointed by this
statute, and at such time as is herein appointed that he shall not sleep,
then he [is] to have but an hour for his dinner and half an hour for his
noon-meat; and that he depart not from his work between the middle of
the said months of March and September, till between 7 and 8 o'clock in
the evening. . . . And that from the middle of September to the middle
of March, every artificer and labourer be at their work in the springing of
the day and depart not till night of the same day ;   and that the said
artificers and labourers sleep not by day but only from the middle of the
month of May unto the middle of the month of August ".
8 Coventry LeetBook, ii. 574 (1496); iii. 673 (1520) ; iii. 693 (1526).